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Condors used to travel in the company of birds with wings that made their own wings look weak. During the Pleistocene epoch, these
birds formed a scavenging armada that searched out the carcasses of mastodons. Meals the size of cars were quickly reduced to piles
of gristle and bone.Â wall of the dried-out ravine. I found a tarantula one time and took it to third-grade show-and-tell, and on another
occasion, I wet my pants in terror when a rattlesnake under a bush decided to make his presence known. I even started a brush fire
once that could have burned the mansion down. When I was exploring, I kept an eye out for the monster birds.Â For a long time I
looked back for giant black wings up at the edges of the clouds. But I never saw them, so I stopped. The California condor has been
described as a bird with one wing in the grave.Flying on wings nearly ten feet wide from tip to tip, these birds thrived on the Free
shipping over $10.Â How one large bird journeyed to the very edge of extinction and came back makes for an exciting story: especially
when related by a NPR environmental correspondent as in CONDOR; TO THE BRINK AND BACK - THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ONE
GIANT BIRD. Here is where passionate reporting blends best with science, producing a moving story of how a small group of committed
people refused to allow the condor to become extinct, joining forces to gather the last remaining wild condors to a pair of zoos where
they were encouraged to breed with other captives. When the opening paragraph compares trapping these birds to waiting in a shallow
grave, you may consider if you have the stomach for this material. But if you can read with an objective eye, you may be rewarded by
this fascinating account of the project that prevented the extinction of the California condor. Written in a journalist style for lay readers,
this book is not a natural history primer. Enough science is included for the lay reader to understand what the biologists and wildlife
managers are doing but readers are not overwhelmed with technical details. Individuals (people and birds) a Condor: To the Brink and
Back--The Life and Times of One Giant Bird Nielsen John HarperCollins USA 9780060088637 : The California condor has been
described as a bird with one wi.Â Today the giant birds are nowhere near extinct. The giant bird with one wing in the grave appears to
be recovering, even as the wildlands it needs keep disappearing. But the story of this bird is more than the story of a vulture with a giant
wingspan -- it is also the story of a wild and giant state that has become crowded and small, and of the behind-the-scenes dramas that
have shaped the environmental movement. As told by John Nielsen, an environmental journalist and a native Californian, this is a
fascinating tale of survival.

The California condor has been described as a bird "with one wing in the grave." Flying on wings nearly ten feet wide from tip to tip,
these birds thrived on the carcasses of animals like woolly mammoths. Then, as humans began dramatically reshaping North America,
the continent's largest flying land bird started disappearing. By the beginning of the twentieth century, extinction seemed inevitable. But
small groups of passionate individuals refused to allow the condor to fade away, even as they fought over how and why the bird was to
be saved. Scientists, farmers, developers, bir... Today the giant birds are nowhere near extinct.The giant bird with "one wing in the
grave" appears to be recovering, even as the wildlands it needs keep disappearing. But the story of this bird is more than the story of a
vulture with a giant wingspan -- it is also the story of a wild and giant state that has become crowded and small, and of the behind-thescenes dramas that have shaped the environmental movement.Â But small groups of passionate individuals refused to allow the
condor to fade away, even as they fought over how and why the bird was to be saved. Scientists, farmers, developers, bird lovers, and
government bureaucrats argued bitterly and often, in the process injuring one another and the species they were trying to save. If cats
have nine lives, then the California condor as a species must be their equal. These birds have stepped to the edge of the extinction cliff
and ALMOST fallen to a crushing collapse. After reading their story, you have to wonder if the creator was playing a cruel joke on this
ancient and giant bird.Â As Nielson explains, the California condor is a relic from the Pleistocene era. In those prehistoric times giant
North American mammoths, mastodons, ground sloths and oversize bison roamed vast areas of what would eventually become the
American West. And so there was no shortage of carcasses available to scavengers like ravens, vultures and much larger birds like the
California condor. Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird. By John Nielsen. RatingsÂ Today the giant
birds are nowhere near extinct. The giant bird with "one wing in the grave" appears to be recovering, even as the wildlands it needs keep
disappearing. But the story of this bird is more than the story of a vulture with a giant wingspan -- it is also the story of a wild and giant
state that has become crowded and small, and of the behind-the-scenes dramas that have shaped the environmental movement. As
told by John Nielsen, an environmental journalist and a native Californian, this is a fascinating tale of survival. When the opening
paragraph compares trapping these birds to waiting in a shallow grave, you may consider if you have the stomach for this material. But if
you can read with an objective eye, you may be rewarded by this fascinating account of the project that prevented the extinction of the
California condor. Written in a journalist style for lay readers, this book is not a natural history primer. Enough science is included for the
lay reader to understand what the biologists and wildlife managers are doing but readers are not overwhelmed with technical details.
Individuals (people and birds) a

