
SINCE SOCRATES 
Studies in the history 
of Western 
educational thought 

HENRY J. PERKINSON 
NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

LONGMAN 
NEW YORK AND LONDON 



SINCE SOCRATES 
Studies In t he History of Western Educational Thought 

Longman [nc. New York 
Associated companies, branches, and representatives 
throughout the world. 

Copyright © 1980 by Longman Inc. 

All rights r eserved. No pan of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted 
in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior 
permission of the publisher. 

Developmental Editor: Nicole Benevento 
Editorial and Design Supervisor: Judith Hirsch 
Design: Angela Foote 
Manufacturing and Production Supervisor: Kris Becker 
Composition: Book Composition Services 
Printing and Binding: Fairfield Graphics 

Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data 

Perkinson, Henry J 
Since Socrates. 

(Educational policy, planning, and theory) 
Includes index. 
I. Education-Philosophy-History. I. Title. 

LA2l.P45 370.1 79-9150 
ISBN 0-582-28098-2 

Manufactured in the United States of America 

10 9 8 7 6 S 4 3 2 I 



Contents 

Preface ix 

Acknowledgments xii 

Socrates's Apology 1 
.-,.. Plato's Republic 14 
_ Augustine's Teacher 31 
__ Comenius's Didactic 50 

Descartes's Method 74 
Vico's New Science 89 

- Locke's Thoughts 111 

·- Rousseau's Emile 128 

- Mill's Logic 146 

- Dewey's Democracy 184 
Popper's Fallibilism -203 
Index 219 



Since Socrates book. Read reviews from worldâ€™s largest community for readers.Â  Preview â€” Since Socrates by Henry J.
Perkinson. Since Socrates: Studies in the History of Western Educational Thought. by. Henry J. Perkinson.Â  Friend Reviews. To see
what your friends thought of this book, please sign up. Reader Q&A. To ask other readers questions about Since Socrates, please sign
up. Be the first to ask a question about Since Socrates. Lists with This Book. This book is not yet featured on Listopia. He studied music,
gymnastics, and grammar in his youth (the common subjects of study for a young Greek) and followed his father's profession as a
sculptor.Â  The youth of Athens delighted in watching Socrates question their elders in the market and, soon, he had a following of
young men who, because of his example and his teachings, would go on to abandon their early aspirations and devote themselves to
philosophy (from the Greek 'Philo', love, and 'Sophia', wisdom - literally 'the love of wisdom').Â  Ancient History Encyclopedia
Foundation is a non-profit organization. For only $5 per month you can become a member and support our mission to engage people
with cultural heritage and to improve history education worldwide. Become a Member Donate. Recommended Books. Contents.
Socrates: Early Years. Philosophy of Socrates. Trial and Death of Socrates. The Socratic Legacy. Viewed by many as the founding
figure of Western philosophy, Socrates (469-399 B.C.) is at once the most exemplary and the strangest of the Greek philosophers. He
grew up during the golden age of Periclesâ€™ Athens, served with distinction as a soldier, but became best known as a questioner of
everything and everyone. His style of teachingâ€”immortalized as the Socratic methodâ€”involved not conveying knowledge, but rather
asking question after clarifying question until his students arrived at Secondly, the historical Socrates who existed in Athens born of
Sophanicus, a stoneman and his mother Phaeritae a midwife.1 The underlying truth in all these descriptions is that the personality under
discussion existed in time and had a positive contribution in the Athenian city state and the results of his philosophical method are with
us today.Â  The concept of curriculum or subject matter found essence in the western education since Socrates era. A CRITIC ON
SOCRATES EDUCATION METHOD First, Socrates view that ideas are innate, the environment, the teacher has nothing new to offer is
limiting when it comes to the sphere of knowledge. There are some attitudes, skills and ideas learners get from the environment and the
teacher without being taught or told to pick. Socrates, Greek philosopher whose way of life, character, and thought exerted a profound
influence on ancient and modern philosophy.Â  Charles and Emma Morrison Professor in the Humanities, Northwestern University.
Author of Socrates and the State, How to Read Plato, and others. See Article History. View Yannis Simonides performing a theatrical
show â€œSocrates Now,â€ ​ an adaptation of Plato's â€œApology of Socratesâ€ ​ also a comparison of Nelson Mandela and Martin
Luther King, Jr. to Socrates. Yannis Simonides performing excerpts from his one-man show, Socrates Now, based on the Apology of
Plato, followed by a classics professor comparing Socrates to Martin Luther King, Jr., and Nelson Mandela.


