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Global warming is the long-term warming of the planetâ€™s overall temperature. Though this warming trend has been going on for a
long time, its pace has significantly increased in the last hundred years due to the burning of fossil fuels. As the human population has
increased, so has the volume of fossil fuels burned. Fossil fuels include coal, oil, and natural gas, and burning them causes what is
known as the â€œgreenhouse effectâ€ in Earthâ€™s atmosphere. Global warmingâ€”also called climate changeâ€”refers to the
worldwide rise in temperatures that has been blamed for severe weather in many parts of the world. According to the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) a worldwide consortium of scientists set up in 1988 by the United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the worldâ€™s average temperature has risen by 1.1Â° F (0.6Â° C) over
the past century. Global Warming 101. Research Articles & Simple Climate Model. Global Warming Background. Latest Global Temp.
Anomaly (October '20: +0.54Â°C). GW 101.Â Global warming theory starts with the assumption that the Earth naturally maintains a
constant average temperature, which is the result of a balance between (1) the amount of sunlight the Earth absorbs, and (2) the
amount of emitted infrared (â€œIRâ€) radiation that the Earth continuously emits to outer space. In other words, energy in equals
energy out. Evidence for global warming includes a recent string of very warm years. Scientists report that 1998 was the warmest year
in measured history, with 2005 coming in second. Meanwhile, readings taken from ice cores show that the greenhouse gases, carbon
dioxide and methane have hit their highest levels in the past 420,000 years.Â Although much remains to be learned about global
warming, many organizations advocate cutting greenhouse gas emissions to reduce the impact of global warming. Consumers can help.

