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Hours:

240
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Delivery Options
Course typically offered: Semester 1

Component Contact Hours
Lecture 24.000
Seminar 2.000
Tutorial 3.000
Workshop 1.000

Grading Basis: 40 %

Assessment Details

Category Short 
Description

Description Weighting
(%)

Exam 
Duration

 Exam AS1 Seen exam (1.5 hours)focusing 
on current social policies and 
the legal framework for 
safeguarding children and young
people. (Students will be given 
essay title two weeks in 
advance) 40%

40.0 1.50

 Essay AS2 Case Study focusing on the 
concepts of abuse and the role 
of the practitioner and local 
agencies when safeguarding 
issues arise (3000 words) 60%

60.0 0.00
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Aims

To examine the role of the practitioner in safeguarding children and supporting the 
family

Learning Outcomes

After completing the module the student should be able to: 

 1 Evaluate the concepts of child safeguarding and child protection
 2 Analyse current social policies and legal frameworks that underpin the safeguarding 

agenda
 3 Evaluate the role of the practitioner and local agencies in supporting children and 

families when safeguarding issues arise

Learning Outcomes of Assessments

The assessment item list is assessed via the learning outcomes listed:

 EXAM 2
  

 case study 1
  

3
  

      
Outline Syllabus

To examine the current legal framework, as appropriate,  including the Children Act 
(1989), the Children Act (2004), the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 
Child, Every Child Matters (2003), The Children and Young People's Plan, Youth 
Matters, The Childcare Act (2006), the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (2006), 
local and national strategies for safeguarding children, children's rights and parental 
responsibility, working with other professionals, signs and symptoms of abuse, 
reporting and recording concerns, dealing with disclosure, confidentiality, 
empowering children to protect themselves.

Learning Activities

Students will participate in lectures, seminar and group research examining the 
current legal framework in relation to child protection and safeguarding.  Primary 
references to be discussed include current Government publications – The Children 
Act (1989) and (2004), Every Child Matters (2003), The Lord Laming Inquiry, The 
Protection of Children in England-action plan – the Government's response to Lord 
Laming (2009), Safeguarding Children and Safer Recruitment in Education (2006), 
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act (2006), Working Together to Safeguard 
Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of 
children.  Students will undertake their own individual reading/research to study for 
the seen examination.  Guest speakers from local agencies will be invited into some 
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sessions to emphasize putting procedures into practice.
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Notes

Students will explore their own role and responsibilities in safeguarding and 
protecting children. Students will also be encouraged to explore a range of local and 
national initiatives to support them when safeguarding issues arise. Students will 
also examine effective strategies for empowering children and young people in their 
own safe keeping. 



Child abuse is an insidious type of crime where the victims are, for many reasons unable to, or are fearful of confronting or reporting the
perpetrator to authorities. Therefore, the laws surrounding abusive activity contain an element not found in many other criminal statutes.
Under the laws of many states, third parties with knowledge of, and reasonable cause to believe that abuse has occurred, are under a
legal obligation to report the situation to the authorities. Child abuse not only refers to physical abuse or sexual abuse, but also includes
psychological neglect and abuse. Other actions, such as commercial exploitation, neglect or emotional indifference are also considered
child abuse.Â  In all cases, there is an asymmetry in the age between the abuser and the victim, and also abuse of power, which implies
a dominant social role of the person who causes the abuse. Types of Child Abuse. Physical maltreatment. It occurs when physical force
is used to cause harm to the minor. Child abuse isnâ€™t just about black eyes. While physical abuse is shocking due to the marks it
leaves, not all signs of child abuse are as obvious.Â  By catching the problem as early as possible, both the child and the abuser can get
the help they need. To start, itâ€™s important to separate the myths from the facts about child abuse and neglect: Myths and facts about
child abuse and neglect. Myth: Itâ€™s only abuse if itâ€™s violent. Fact: Physical abuse is just one type of child abuse. Child abuse is
defined as the ill-treatment of children under the care of those who should provide for them properly. This is considered morally wrong,
particularly because of the trust a child would put in their caretaker or parents, allowing abusers almost free rein to do what they like
without too much fear. Although, if they are caught, child abusers are usually top targets for vigilantes. Child abuse or child maltreatment
is physical, sexual, and/or psychological maltreatment or neglect of a child or children, especially by a parent or a caregiver. Child abuse
may include any act or failure to act by a parent or a caregiver that results in actual or potential harm to a child, and can occur in a
child's home, or in the organizations, schools or communities the child interacts with.



Child abuse isnâ€™t just about black eyes. While physical abuse is shocking due to the marks it leaves, not all signs of child abuse are
as obvious.Â  By catching the problem as early as possible, both the child and the abuser can get the help they need. To start, itâ€™s
important to separate the myths from the facts about child abuse and neglect: Myths and facts about child abuse and neglect. Myth:
Itâ€™s only abuse if itâ€™s violent. Fact: Physical abuse is just one type of child abuse. Child abuse , also called cruelty to children ,
the willful infliction of pain and suffering on children through physical, sexual, or emotional mistreatment.Â  Legal issues. Legal remedies
for child abuse range from the incarceration of the offender to the removal of the abused child from the custody of parents or others
guilty of committing the crime . With proper social and psychotherapeutic intervention, many child abusers can be helped. Child abuse
and neglect by parents and other caregivers. Chapter 3. child abuse and neglect by parents and other caregivers . 59. Background.
Child abuse has for a long time been recorded in literature, art and science in many parts of the world.


